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was so. He delighted in gathering together people of various
races, colors, nations, and religions in unity and cordial friend-
ship around His hospitable board. He was indeed a loving
father not only to the little community at Haifa, but to the
Baha'i community throughout the world.
The Passing of 'Abdul-Bahd
'Abdu'l-Baha's manifold activities continued with little
abatement despite increasing bodily weakness and weariness
up till the last day or two of His life. On Friday, November 25,
1921, He attended the noonday prayer at the mosque in Haifa,
and afterwards distributed alms to the poor with His own
hands, as was His wont. After lunch He dictated some letters.
When He had rested He walked in the garden and had a' talk
with the gardener. In the evening He gave His blessing and
counsel to a loved and faithful servant of the household who
had been married that day, and afterwards He attended the
usual meeting of the friends in His own salon. Less than three
days later, about 1:30 A.M. on Monday, November 28, He
passed away so peacefully that, to the two daughters watching
by His bedside, it seemed as if He had gone quietly to sleep.
The sad news soon spread throughout the town and was
flashed over the wires to all parts of the world. The next morn-
ing (Tuesday, November 29) the funeral took place:
A funeral the like of which Haifa, nay, Palestine itself,
had surely never seen ... so deep was the feeling that
brought so many thousands of mourners together, repre-
sentative of so many religions, races and tongues.
The High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Samuel, the
Governor of Jerusalem, the Governor of Phoenicia, the
chief officials of the Government, the consuls of the
various countries, resident in Haifa, the heads of the vari-
ous religious communities, the notables of Palestine, Jews,
Christians, Moslems, Druses, Egyptians, Greeks, Turks,
Kurds, and a host of His American, European and native
friends, men, women and children, both of high and low